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Local filmmaker receives Fulbright
Scholarship for Ic:ndmlne documentary

By Edward J. Hor

The Asinn Keporter

nboom! The sound and magnitocs
Klf a lnndmine epxplaion o

fMeele 1o deseribe with s
wards. ‘"housnnds of Southenst Asinng no
lketlled pr anjured every year by lnndmines
(UXGs). In
Cambodin nbene, more thon Ave million

or  unexploded ordnance
peaple ara still at visk from the dongerous
material that lies dormant in tha sml. I an
unlucky soal triggers such a denen, the

regult iz almost pertain disfigurement, if

ool death,

Local filmmaker Shye Fitzgerald has
Fulbwight Scholarahip to
produce a documentnry that will atudy the

*received a

effects of londmines on Viethamese and
Combedian people on both sides of the
Pacific, The project, cotithed Bombhusitens,

will focus on professipnnl deminers, whose

Fulltime vocation 18 b0 netively sock ot
bhese cxplosive dovices.

Ong podentinl subjoet 16 0 Cambaodian
Aki-Ba. When the professionnl
bemb huntar wos Hive yearsald, tho Khmeor

namdl

Fouge kegan teaining him to set Inndmines
thint thwart tho
Wit minsse troops and disrapt thio octions
of Combodinn resistnne: fighteres, In 19865,
the YVictnamese army captured Aki-Ra's

wold

advanee  of

villame cand identified the vounpg man's
ekille. He was forced to locate, move, and
reactivate the boohy traps. The process
was repaated when the Cambodians
reclaimed the  taken land. Aki-Ra
contimues o hunt for mines, even though
the povernment hasdownplaved che raleof
village deminere for the sake of toarism.
For many bomb hunters, the motivation
tn humnt for UX{ks and mines is puraly
economical, The annual per capica income
in Yietmam i= just shy of S600. In
Cambadia it is around helf that Agare, &
depctivated bomb can sometimes fetch
100 due to high demand for the explosives
bv huntare and fishermen
The mein purpess of Sembhpaters is to
act A6 an educacional tool, Many ordnanese
casnaliies are a result of mishandling the
aevices with the purposeof proht, The doc-
Contnied w nage 1T



Local filmmaker producing landmine documentary

Cantined Tom page ane

umentary will tell the sto-
rics of villoge deminers and
the dangers aesocinted
with the voeation, [t will
also explore the social nnd
cultural electa of lond
mines on victime and thetr
familiss and friends,
Fizgerald is currentls
seeking inberview subjects
in the Pacific Morthwest
who have been directly or
anafirectly affected by a

landmine T X0
explisions,
The film crew s

seheduled to depart for
Asiain Ocoober, Until then,
fundmising  events are

being crganized.

The firat of these avents
will take place at &:00pm
on Spturday, Auguet T at
U6 MLE. Bumner Sireet,
Portland. Chanrithy Him,
a HKhmer American and
author of When Sroken

Hloss Flomts, will attend
e fundraiser,

For mwore information
mbout the event or the
project,  eontaclt  Hkye
Fitzgerald ac (503) H22.
G114 ar e-mail <skylorapsim
hotmall.com=,



